
Year 5 Medium Term Plan-Autumn 1- The Black Country 
 

 

Lesson 1 

KWL based on asking 

Geographical and 

Historical questions. 

Make Geographical 

and historical 

questions explicit. 

What do they already 

know and what do 

they want to find 

out? Children to use 

question starters on 

flip chart for the 

working wall with 

question bank to be 

used for display. 

Lesson 2 

Using maps and 

atlases identify 

where The Black 

Country is located. 

What areas/ 

Cities/towns are 

located and record on 

a map. 

Lesson 1 

How do we use a key 

scale? What key scale 

would fit best with 

the data we have 

got? Why is a key 

scale used? 

What other 

important features 

do we need to include 

when creating a 

map. 

 

Lesson 2 

Investigate 

populations of areas 

in the Black Country. 

Using a key scale of 

1:1000. Discuss 

importance of 

accuracy. 

Why is the population 

greater in some 

areas than in others. 

Lesson 1 

Research a historical 

figure-Duncan 

Edwards. What 

importance did he 

have to the Black 

Country? What 

information can we 

find out?  

What information 

would we want to 

record and read 

about? 

 

 

Lesson 2 

Independent write 

Biography of Duncan 

Edwards. 

 

Lesson 1 

Visit to the Black 

Country Museum 

 

Lesson 2 

Recount of the visit. 

Lesson 1 

Understand how 

people can improve 

and damage the 

environment. 

What type of 

transport was used? 

How did this affect 

the environment? 

Who made the 

canals? 

Where were the 

canals built? Why 

were the canals 

built? 

 

 

Lesson 2 

Understand that the 

canals were linked to 

industry and they 

were man-made. Map 

out the canal system 

and create symbols. 

What changes have 

happened over time? 

Why have they 

happened? How did 

the changes affect 

the use of the 

canals? 

 

Lesson 1 

What is the 

gunpowder plot? Why 

is it significant? Who 

were the people 

involved in the plot? 

What links does it 

have to The Black 

Country? 

How do events of 

the past affect 

people today? Why is 

it important to 

remember historical 

events? 

Lesson 2 

Explain their 

understanding of the 

gunpowder plot. 

Discuss theories and 

conspiracies. How do 

they affect us? Can 

we make judgments 

from conspiracy 

theories? 

Formulate ideas and 

convince others that 

theory is right. 

WALT  

I can 

investigate 

historical 

events 

 WALT  

I can 

understand 

understand how 

people effect 

their 

environment. 

I can create a 

map and symbols 

 

WALT  

I can recount an 

event. 

 

WALT  

I can write 

about a 

historical figure  

 

WALT  

I can 

investigate 

population and 

create a key 

scale. 

 WALT  

I can investigate 

my own lines of 

enquiry. 

I can use a map 

to locate areas 

 

 

Year 5 

Autumn 1 2018 

The Black Country 

Children will understand 

geographical similarities and 

differences through the study of 

human and physical geography of 

The Black Country compared to 

another European and non- 

European country. They will 

describe and understand key 

aspects of the physical and 

human features of their local 

area including: climate, 

settlement, economic activity, 

land use etc. Children will use 

maps, atlases, globes and 

digital/computer mapping to 

locate their country and 

surrounding countries and to 

describe their features. Children 

will explore the history of the 

area and how this has 

contributed to life in ‘The Black 

Country’ today.  

Key Questions 

 What is The Black Country 

 Where is it located? 

 Why is it called The Black Country? 

 Were there any significant events that 

happened in the Black Country? 

 What historical figures are linked to the 

Black Country? 

 

Resources 

Photos for reference on 

board. 

Photos for blue group 

to write underneath. 

 

Resources 

 

Resources 

Information sheets on 

Duncan Edwards 

 

Resources 

A3 paper 

pasta 

Resources 

 


